THE  AUTHORITY   OF   SCIENCE
i.e. police, army, foreign affairs—and would have agreed with
Renan in his questioning of the need for great freedom of
speech. At one point only, but that a very important one, did
he protest against State authority, and that is on the matter of
associations. As we have just seen, he condemned as disastrous
the policy of the ancien regime^ continued by the Revolution
and by all post-revolutionary governments, of destroying all
natural groups and autonomous corporations. Page after page
could be quoted from his books and letters showing his
uneasiness at the overwhelmingly unitary conception of the
modern State—the refusal to admit that " the body social is
comprised of distinct and special organs, each equally natural
and equally necessary, each adapted by his peculiar structure
to some definite and limited function, each a spontaneous
product, formed, kept up, reserved and stimulated by free
initiative, by reciprocal affinities, by the free play of its " cells."
He will not admit the contention that " one of those groups is
of so superior an essence as to be the seat of all intelligence,
in it alone residing reason, knowledge of principle, the calcu-
lation and understanding of consequences, all others having
at best a blind instinct; so that the State knows better than
they do what is good for them and has therefore the right and
the duty not only to protect or supervise them but to control,
to interfere, to impose a single outward form and to fix a
programme of work, binding them and moulding them into
its own schemes and framework, checking and side-tracking
them so as ultimately to produce artificial, second-rate organs
which not only take the room of good ones but supersede and
destroy them. Hence the development of an ill-balanced
social body, half artificial, badly proportioned, and suffering
from internal malformation, strangulation, atrophy, general
impoverishment of growth, with occasional hypertrophies and
local inflammation, all leading to a general irritated condition
and to a permanent chronic ill-health."x
" My view," he says elsewhere, " is the denial of all this. I
believe it is good that by the side of the State there should be
all sorts of independent associations—churches, societies, free
1 Corr., iv., pp. 351-358.
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